o
1¢ICe
Voll, Issue 2 April 2022, Page: 16-18

Coffee pulp compost: A viable organic source of nutrients for
Soil and Crops
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Abstract

Coffee pulp is a by-product of the coffee-processing process that is normally thrown away as waste.
Coffee pulp, however, can be a useful source of organic fertilizers for crops and soil. This article
discusses the benefits of using coffee pulp compost as a fertilizer, including improved soil fertility,
increased crop yields, and reduced chemical fertilizer use. We also discuss the challenges and
opportunities associated with coffee pulp compost production and use.

Introduction

The most popular beverages consumed worldwide is coffee, and the process of making it
produces a lot of trash. Coffee pulp, the outer layer of the coffee fruit, is produced during the wet
processing of coffee beans. Traditionally, coffee pulp is discarded as waste, but it can be a valuable
resource for farmers looking for organic sources of nutrients for their soil and crops. Coffee pulp
compost is an excellent alternative to chemical fertilizers, which can be harmful to the environment and
human health.
Benefits of Coffee Pulp Compost

Compost made from coffee pulp is a great source of organic ingredients like potassium,
phosphate, and nitrogen. These minerals can increase the fertility and structure of the soil and are crucial
for plant growth and development. Coffee pulp compost also contains beneficial microorganisms, which
can enhance soil health and promote plant growth. By using coffee pulp compost, farmers can reduce
their reliance on chemical fertilizers, which can lead to environmental pollution and soil degradation.
Production

Compost made from coffee pulp and other organic materials like sawdust, rice husks, or animal
dung are created by the breakdown of these organic components. The composting process can take

several months, and proper management is essential to ensure optimal compost quality. The composting
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process should be monitored regularly to ensure that the temperature, moisture, and oxygen levels are
suitable for microbial activity. Proper turning and mixing of the compost can also help accelerate the
composting process.

Challenges and Opportunities

The production and use of coffee pulp fertilizer are not without challenges. The transportation and
storage of coffee pulp can be costly and difficult, particularly in rural areas. The quality of the coffee
pulp can also vary, depending on the coffee variety, processing method, and harvesting season.
However, these challenges can be overcome through proper planning, management, and collaboration
among farmers, processors, and compost producers.

In addition, coffee pulp compost production can create opportunities for smallholder farmers and
rural communities. By using coffee pulp as a resource, farmers can reduce their production costs,
increase their crop yields, and improve soil health. Coffee pulp compost production can also generate
income and employment opportunities for rural communities.

Research on Coffee Pulp Compost

Research has shown that coffee pulp compost can improve soil fertility and crop yields. Research
have also revealed that compost made from coffee pulp can lessen soil erosion and increase the ability
of soil to retain water. However, more research is needed to understand the optimal application rates and
timing of coffee pulp compost for different crops and soil types.

Conclusion

In conclusion, A practical natural provider of micronutrients to crops and the ground is coffee
pulp compost. The use of coffee pulp compost can improve soil fertility, increase crop yields, and reduce
the reliance on chemical fertilizers. Although there are challenges associated with coffee pulp compost
production and use, the benefits can outweigh the costs. By working together, farmers, processors, and
compost producers can create a sustainable and resilient agriculture industry.

References

Arroyo, P., Mora, M. D., & Staver, C. (2017). Coffee pulp compost application rates and soil texture
influence soil organic matter and carbon and nitrogen mineralization. Agronomy Journal, 109(4), 1539-
1547.
Mejia, D., Davila, O. A., & Guerrero, J. A. (2018). The use of coffee pulp as organic fertilizer and its
effect

17

trendsinagriculturescience.com
trendsinagriculturescience@gmail.com



https://www.trendsinagriculturescience.com/
mailto:trendsinagriculturescience@gmail.com

